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West Bengal Act LXIII of 1950*

THE COOCH BEHAR (ASSIMILATION OF
STATE LAWS) ACT, 1950.

West Ben. Act XXXI of 1954.
AMENDED . Wesl Ben. Act XXT of 1955.
Wesl Ben. Act XXTV of 1969.

[7th December, 1950.]

An Act 1o assimilate certain State laws in force in Cooch Behar 1o the
State faws in force in the rest of West Bengal.

WHEREAS it is expedient to assimilate certain State laws in force in
Cooch Behar to the State laws in force in the rest of Wesl Bengal;

It is hereby enacted as follows:—

1. (1) This Act may be called the Cooch Behar (Assimilation of
Statec Laws) Acl, 1950.

(2) It shall come into *force on such date as the Siale Government
may, by notification in the Official Gazerte, appoint.

2. In this Act,—
(2) “appointed day” means the date appointed under sub-
section (2) of section | for the coming into force of this
Act;
(b) “Coocch Behar™ means the merged territory of Cooch Behar
in the State of West Bengal;

(c) "State law” means so much of any Act, Ordinance,
Regulation, rule, order or by-law as relates w any of the
matiers enumerated in List 1T in the Seventh Schedule 10
the Constitution of India.

3. (1) All Siate laws which immedtately belore the appoinicd day
extend Lo, or are in force in the State of West Bengal, but do not extend
lo. or are not in force in, Cooch Behar shall, as from that day, cxtend 1o,
or as the case may be, come into force in, Cooch Behar.

(2) All State laws which, immediately before the appointed day, are
in force in Cooch Behar but not in the rest of Wesl Bengal shall on that
day cease to be in force in Cooch Behar, ¢xcepl as respects things done
or omitled 1o be done belore thal day.

'For Siatcment of Objects and Reasons. see the Cofenrte Gazette. Exiraordinnry,
dated the 22nd September. 19500 Part 1V, page 12715 lor Proceadings of the Wesl
Bengal Legislalive Assembly, see the Proceedings of the meeting of the Wesi Bengat
Legistalive Assembly, hekl on the Sth October, 1950,

“This Act camwe into force on the 1sLJanuary, 1951, vide Notilication No. 7497)., dated 1he
18th December, 1950, published in the Cafcuita Gazerre, dawed the 281h December, 1950,
Part I, page 2605.
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[West Ben. Act
{Section 4.)

(3) Nelwithstanding anything contained in sub-sections (1) and (2),
the Cooch Behar Acts specified in Schedule I as in force in Cooch Behar
immedialely before (he appointed day shall continuc 1o be in force therein
aflter the said date subject to the adaptations specified in that Schedule,
and the Stale laws specified in Schedule II shall not cxtend to, or come
into force in, Cooch Behar '[or such part thereof as may be specified in
the notilication}:

Provided that the Siatec Government may, by notification in the
Official Gazette, appoint a date on which any of lhe Acls specified in
Schedule I shall cease to be in force and any of the Acts specified in
Schedule IT shall exltend 1o, or come into force in, Cooch Behar.

(4) Nothing in this section shall be deemed Lo restrict or affect in
any way, any shooting or fishing rights guaranteed or assured 1o His
Highness the Maharaja of Cooch Behar under any covenant or agree-
ment made with the Government of the Dominion of India, before the
commencemenl of the Constitution of [ndia.

}(5) Nowwithstanding anything contained in the foregoing
sub-scetions, if al any time afier the commencement of this Acl, any
part of Cooch Behar is wransferred (rom the district of Cooch Behar,
to, and included in, any other district in West Bengal, then, on and
from the dic of wransfer, 10, and inclusion in, such other district of
such part,—

(i) all Acs specified in Schedule T which immediately before
the said dale were in force in such parl subject to the
adapiations speceified in that Schedule, shall cease 1o be in
force therein, except as respects things done or omitled Lo
be done before such dale; and

(ii} all Acts specified in Schedule I which immediatcly before
such date did not extend 1o, or were not in force in such
part, shall extend to, or, as the casc may be, came into farce
in such part.

f:l‘:l‘;:';jf(‘n‘.‘" 4. If any difficulty arises in relation to the transition from the laws
difliculties. mentioncd in sub-section {2) of scction 3 to the laws mentioned in

sub-section (1) thereof, Lhe Slate Government may, by order nolified in
the Official Gazette, make such provision as it considers necessary for
the romaval of such difficuley.

‘The words within the square brackets were inscried by s 2 of the Cooch Behar
(Assimilation of State Laws) (Amendment) Acz, 1969 (West Ben. Act X1V of 1969).

*This scb-scetion was added by s. 2 of the Cooch Behar (Assimilation of Siale Laws)
(Amendment) Act. 1954 (Aest Ben, Act XXX [ of 1954).
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LXIII of 1950.]

{Schedule 1)

SCHEDULE L
[See section 3(3).]

(1) The Coach Behar Village Choukidari Act, 1893
{Cooch Behar Act ITI of 1893).

Throughout the Act.—For “Fouzdari Ahilkar™ substitute “District
Magistrale”.

Preambile —For “State” substitute “district”.

Section I.—In sub-clause (ll) for “by a Sanud under his hand
and seal” substitnre “by an order published in the Official Guzene";
for “Slate" substinie “district”.

In sub-clause ¢2) for “His Highness the Maharaja Bhup Bahadur in
Councii”, in the two places where they occur, substitute “the Siate
Governmeat”; for "Cooch Behar Gazette” substitute “Official Gazetre”.

In the first provisoe for “Cooch Behar Municipal Act I of 1885"
subsritute “Cooch Behar Town Commitiee Act of 1903 (Cooch Behar
Act IV of 1903) ar the Cooch Behar Municipal Act; 1944 {Cooch Behar
Acu 1] of 1944).

Section VI(A).—In sub-clauses (1) and (3) for "His Highness the
Maharaja Bhup Bahadur in Council” subsniture “the State Government™;
Sor “Caoch Behar Gazette”, in he iwo places where they oceur, substitiuse

“Official Gazette".

In sub-clause (2) for “grantcd a Sanud given under the hand and seal
of" substitute "given an order in writing hy™.

Section VI{R).—Iu clause (h) for “His Highness the Maharaja Bhup
Bahadur in Council” substiture “the State Government™; for “Cooch
Behar Gazette” substinite "Qfficial Gazerze".

Secrion X —For “"annas 12" substistte *Rupces 27 and for “one pice
ar quarter of an anna” suhstitute “Lwo pice or half an anna™.

Secrion XXXIII —In clause 6th for “Stale Council™ subsritute “'State
Government”, .

In clause 13th for “His Highness the Maharaja Bhup Bahadur in
Council” subsrirnte “the Stale Governmenl”; and for *Ceoch Belar
Gazetre” substitute " OQfficial Gazette".

Seciion XLII.—For “Superintendent of the State™ substifute
"Divisional Commissioner”.

Section XLIV.—Fogr “Cooch Behar State” substitute “the district of
Cooch Behar”,
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{Schedule 1.)

(2) The Cooch Bebar Cess Act, 1893
{Cooch Behar Act V of 1893),

Throughont the Act.—For “His Highness 1he Maharaja in Council”,
"His Highness in Council” and “His Highness™ substitute “the Stale
Government” excepl where olherwise menlioned; '[for “Naib Ahilkar”
substitute *Depuly Collecier, Sub-Collecior or Sub-Deputy Collector, as
the case may be,"|; *for "Naib Ahilkar ol the subdivision" substitise
“Deputy Collector, Sub-Collector or Sub-Deputy Collector, being the
subidivisional Magistrate in charge of the subdivision”]; for “Revenuc
Minister” subsritute “Collector”,

Long title and preamble —For “Siate” substitute “district”.

Section 2—0wmit definilion of “Naib Ahilkar”; in the delinitions of
“Lakherajdar™ and “Mokoraridar”, after “State™ inserr of Cooch Behar
before merger™,

Section 6.—Cniit sceiion 6.

Secrion 7—Qmir "il he 1hink fit".

Section 18.—For “the State”™ substitute “*Government”.

Section 25.—For "State Council” substitute “Divisional Commis-
sioner or the Board of Revenue”. ]

Section 31.—For "State” subsiitire “Government”.

Section 34.—For "His Highness the Maharaja in Council” substitute
“the Divisional Commissioner and the Board of Revenue”; in the marginal
note, for “Stale Council” substitute “Divisional Commissioner and
Board of Revenue™,

Part 1, Chapter V.—For the heading "Constilution and
Administration of the Communication Improvement Fund™ substitute
“Temporary Provisions™.

Section 36.—For section 36 subsiitnte the following:—

']'Cvrnmunimliﬂﬂ 36. Until the constiwltion of & Disirict Board for
wimen - y i

Cereicr Cooch Behar, the amount produced by the Communi-

provisinnul}y lo catien Improvement Cess and all sums levied or

Jurm pan ol the . Al ien

Comsalidatcd Fupa  Tecovered as fines, p.cmlucx or ollienwise in respect of

of the Siate. the cess under this Act, shall farm part ol the

Consolidated Fund of the State of West Bengal; and the cost of repair
and maintenance of roads, bridges and ciher meuns of cammunication
and the cost of construction and mainicnance of any ather work of public
utility shall be patd oul of the Consolidaled Fund of the State ol Wesl
Bengal.™.

‘These words within the squarc brackels were subsrituted with retrospeclive effect
for the words “for “Naib Ahilkar”. substitiie "Deputy Collector” * by s. ZHa)(i) of the
Cooch Behar (Assimilation of Siae Laws) (Amcendimenty Ag¢l, 1955 {West Ben. Act XX
of 1955).

*These words within Lhe square bmckets were substiluted with retrospective cifect for the
waords 'for "Naib Ahilkar of the subdivision”, stbstirute **Depuly Collector in charpe of e
subdivision” " by 5. 2. ik
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LXIIT of 1950.]

{Schedile 1}

Secrions 37, 38, 39 and 40.—Owmir these sections.

{3} The Cooch Behar Revenue Sales Act, 1897
(Cooch Behar Act V of 1897).

Throughons the Act-—"{For “Naib Ahilkar” subsiinte “Deputy
Collecior, Sub-Colleclor or Sub-Deputy Colleclor, as the case may be,”]:
for “Revenue Minister”™ substirure “Collector of the district™; for “Cooch
Behar Gazetie” substinwte " Official Gazetre”; for “Council” substitite
“Board of Revenue, West Bengal™; and for “Civil and Sessions Judge™
substinge "Disirict Judge”,

Long title—For “State” substitute “district”.
Secrion III—For “Siate” substitute "'Government™.
Omit the definition of Naib Ahilkar.

Secrion IV —QOmit Lhis section.

Seetion V—For “as notificd under the provisions of the preceding
seclion” substimie “fixed under the provisions of the Kist Ac1, Cooch
Behar, 1898 (Cooch Behar Act 1 of 1898)",

*Section VI—Far “shall, as soon as possible™ substiture “being the
Subdivisional Magistrate in charge of a subdivision, shall, as soon as
possible,”.

Svetion VIH(A).—For “Revenue QOfficer” substitnte “Collector™; for
“State” substiture *Government™; for “Section 7 of the Cooch Behar
Public Demands Recovery Act (1L of 1899) substitute “'the Bengal
Public Demands Recovery Act, 1913 (Ben. ActITT ol 1913)".

Secrions IX, Xill, XXI, XXVII, XXXI and XXXI1I[.—For "Slate”
stebstitete "Govermment”.

Secrion XVIE—For “Sue” subsiiruee “distoct™.

Section XViIlL.—For the words beginning with "on the towjee or
register in use” and ending with “being put up first”, subsritute “on
the lowjee or register in use in the office of the Deputy Collector, Sub-
Callector or Sub-Deputy Collector, as the case may be, being put up
firse,”™.

'These words within the square brackels were substituled with secospective cffect for the
waords for "Naib Ahilkar”, substitute “Deputy Collecior” * by s. 2(b)(i} of the Coech Behar
(Assimilation of Stare Laws) { Amendiment) Acl, 1955 {Wesi Ben. Act X X[ of 1955).

*This eniry eclating 1o Secvivn VI was inserled with retrospective effuct by s. 2(bi(ii),
ibid.

"This entry relating  Section XV was inseried with relrospective effect by s. 2{b){ii).
ilrid. .
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The Cooch Behar (Assimileuion of Stare Laws) Act, 1950

[West Ben, Act

(Schedule I.)

Section XXXVIL—'[For “Naib Ahilkar may refer lo any Sub-Naib
Ahilkar subordinate o him™ swbstiture “Depuly Colleetor, Sub-Collector
or Sub-Dcputy Collcetor, being the Sub-Divistonal Magisirate in charge
of a subdivision, may refer to any other Deputy Collector, Sub-Collecior
or Sub-Deputy Collcctor of the same station™]; in clause 3 onnir “Sub-
Naib Ahilkar”.

“Schedile A—For the words beginning with “the undermentioned
joles or sharcs of joles” and ending with “office of that Sub-division”
substinee “the undermentioned jotes or shares of fotes in the Sub-division
of ... , district Cooch Behar, wiil be put up for sale at the office
of the Depuly Coliector/Sub-Collector/Sub-Deputy Collector (ommit the
words not applicable), being the Sub-divisional Magistrate in charge of
that sub-division™,

(4) The Kist Act, Cooch Behar, 1898
(Cooch Behar Act I of 1898).

Throughour the Act.—For “State" substitnre “"Government'.

{5} The Cooch Behar Town Committee Act of 1903
{Cooch Behar Act IV of 1903),

Throughour the Act.—For "Cooch Behar Gagetie” substitute
“Offticial Gazette”; for 'His Highness 1he Maharaja in Council” or “His
Highness the Mabaraja Bhup Bahadur in Council” substituse “State
Governmcnt”; fer “His Highness in Council” substirnre “State
Government”.

Section V.—In seb-section (13) for "His Highness the Maharaja”
substitnte "State Governiment”.

Section VIII—For “lo him may seem fit" substiture “may be specified
in the notification",

Section XI.—For “Fouzdari Ahilkar” substinire “District Magistrale™;
Jor"Stale Engineer” substiture “Exccutive Egineer” for “Naib Ahilkars™
substirte “Officers™.

Section XIli. —For "\he Stale” substirure “Govermment™.

Section XV.—For “His Highness the Maharaja” substiture *‘State
Government''; for “Stare Funds” sibstiture “Consolidated Fund of the
State™.

Section XVI].—For “His Highness the Maharaja" substitute “Siae
Government™.

"These words were sebstituled with retrospective efTect for the words ‘for the words “Naib
Ahilkar may efer 10 any sub-Naib Ahilkar subordinate 1o him" substiture "Depuly Collector
i charpe of a subdivision may refer to any ather Deputy Collectoror any Sub-Deputy Colleclor
ol the same slation” * by 5, 2{bj(iv) of the Cooch Behar (Assimilalion of Siaw Laws)
(Amendimenl) Acl, 1955 (West Ben. Ay XXTof [955).

“This cniry relating to Schedule A was substiwted with rejaspective elect {or the following
previous entry, namely:—' Schedule A —For "Siate”, subsiinte “districl”, whenever il ocours'
by s. Hb)(v), ibid.
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Seciion XX.—Omit “provided that when a member of the State Council
is also a member of the Town Commitiee, he and not the Vice-Chairman,
shall preside™.

Section XXIX.—For *The accounts of the Town Committce shall be
subject o audit by the Audit Office of the State in the way that accounts
of all other departments of the State are so subject” substitiite “The Town
Committee shall make arrangerments, subject to the approval of the State
Governmenl, for the examination and audit of accounts of the Committee
and may direct the publication of such accounts”™.

Section XLHIA.—For this section substitute the following:—

“Powerandduties  XLIMfA. Chaukidars appointed under this Act shall
g;g;t'}éiﬁcr exercise all the powers and perform all the duties and be
this Act. subject Lo all the Habilities of police officers as prescribed
by any law for the time being in force so far as such powers, dutics and
liabilitics are not inconsistent with or othenwise cxpressly provided for

by this Act.”,

Sections XLV and XLVI—For “Fouzdari Ahilkar” substitite “District
Magistrate™.

Section XLVII—For "Stale” subsrtitute “Government™.
Secrion L.—For “Swne” substirtte "Government''.
Secrion XLVil[.—For "Slale” subsritute “Governmenl”.

Section LXLII.—For “His Highness the Maharaja™ substitute
“Government”.

Secrion C.—For “Siate” substitnte “Government”.

{6} The Cooch Behar Tenancy Act, 1910
(Cooch Behar Act V of 19100, -

Throughout the Act.—For "Naib Ahilkar” subsritute “Depury
Collector™; for "State Council” substiture “Government”™; for “State”
wherever it occurs in Lhe expression “not paying revenue to the Siate”
substitiete “Government".

Preamble—For “Slale" substitute “district”.
Section L —For sub-section (2) substitite,—
*(2) It shall apply 1o the whole of the district of Cooch Behar.”.

Section 3.—In clause (a) of sub-seclion (1) for “Slate” substiture
“Government”; in sub-section {3) omif “in the Slate”; in sub-section (5)
Jor “State” subsrinie "'Government”; in sub-section (8) for “Stare”
substitute “Government™; in sub-section (9) for “Stale” substitute
“Government”; omit sub-section (16); in sub-section (20) for “State”
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{Schedule 1)

subsritute "'district”; in sub-section (23) for “Stawe” substitute
“Government” and omir “in the State”; in sub-scction (27} omit “as
introduced into the State™.

Section 4.—Omir “as inwroduced into the State”.

Section 5.—In clause (a), for “State” substitute "Government™.
Section 8 —1In the explanation, for “State” substirute “Govemtnent”.
Section 10.—1In the proviso for “'State” substinute “district”.
Section 184.—For "Siae” substitute "Government™.

Section 34—0mit “of the State”.

Secrion 36.—In sub-section (1) for “His Highness in Council”
substitnte “State Government™,

Section 39A.—In sub-seciion (1) emrit “as inttoduced into the State™.

Section 398.—For "the Cooch Behar Limitation Act, 19217 substitute
“any other law lor the time being in [orce™,

Section 41 —0mir "in {orce in the State”.

Sectivn 47.—"Civil Judge”, where it occurs for the first ime, substitiite
“District Judge. Addnivnal Judge. or Subordinate Judge™; for “His
Highness in Council” swbstitnte “High Court™; in the proviso fer “Civil
Tudge” substiture “District Judge™.

Scetion 49.—For the words “Revenue Minister” in the second
paragraph, substitite “Dewan or Revenue Minister of Cooch Behar or
by the Chicf Commissioner or the Collecior™,

Section 38.—In the proviso o sub-section (2) for * His Higkress in
Council™ substitnre “'Stale Government™.

Section 65.—In sub-seclion (3) after “appears™ fnsert “'lo the Courl”
and for "Civil Judge"” substitute “District Judge”.

Seciion 66.—Far “Stave™ subsotute “district”.

Section 68A.—In sub-section (2) for “Civil Judge” substitnte “Disirict
Judge™.

Section 73.—In sub-scclion (1) for "Siaw™ substitete "Government”.
Section 79.—For “Revenue Minister” substisire “Collector”.

Section 82.—Omit “as introduced inte the Siale™ Irom both the sub-
seclions (1Y and (2).

Section 88, —For “Stae™ substinre “Government”.

Section 8%.—For “Suate” substiture “"Government”.

Schedule V—Iin Part 1, for “Civil Judge” substitnte "District Judge™;
Jor “Revenue Minister” substitire “Collector™,

In Part L1 fer “Cooch Behar Limitation Acl, 19217 substititte
“Indian Limitation Acl, 1908".
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(7} The Cooch Behar Municipal Act, 1944
{Cooch Behar Act I of 1944).

Thronughout the Act.—For "State” substitute “districl” except where
otherwise specifically provided; for “Cooch Behar Gazette™ substitute
“Official Gazette”; for “Durbar” substiture “State Government”; for
“Fouzdari Ahilkar” substirute “District Magistrate”.

Section }.—In sub-section (2) oemit “after publication in the Ceoch
Behar Gazette with the assent of His Highness Maharaja Bhup Bahadur™.

Secrion 4.—In sub-clause (b) of clause (10) for “His Highness the
Maharaja Bhup Bahadtr in Council” substitrre “Stale Government”.

Omir clause (E5).

Section 15.—Feor clause (i1) of sub-section (2) subsritute “(1i) is a
citizen of India, and™.

Secrion 25.—In sub-section (1) omir “and section 171J of the Cooch
Behar Penal Cede concerning an election under this Act”; in clause (c}
of sub-section (1) oniit "section 1717 of the Cooch Behar Penal Code
concerning an clection under this Act and”; in sub-section {3) omir “"and
section 171 of the Cooch Behar Penal Code concerning an election
under this Act”.

Section 26.—In sub-section (1) for “Civil Judge of the State”
substitite “District Judge™; in clause (a) of sub-section (2) inserr “1908"
after “Code of Civil Procedure”,

Section 33.—In clause (b) of sub-seclion {1) fer “His Highness the
Maharaja Bhup Bahadur, his heirs and successors” substitute *'the Union
of India". ’

Secrion 60.—For "State” substitute “Government”.

Section 63.—In sub-section (3) for “Cooch Behar Registration Act,
1921" substitute “Indian Registration Act, 1908™.

Section 63.—In clause (c) for “State funds by His Highness the
Maharaja Bhup Bahadur or by the Durbar” substitute “Consolidated

Fund of the State".

Secrion 74.—For this section substitute the following:—
"Auditof 74. The accounts of the Municipal Funds shall be
accaunis,

audited at such times and in such manner as the State
Government may prescribe.”.

Section 122.—In the first proviso Lo sub-section (1) for “State”
substiture "Government”.



278

e L T T e e e T T BT R R R AR A R

The Cooch Behar {Assimilation of State Laws) Act, 1950.
[West Ben. Act XLIII of 1950.]
(Schedule | and Schedule 1)

Section 190 —For clauses (a) and (b} substiture—

“(a) prescribing the standard weights and measures to be used
within the rnunicipalily, namely,—
(i) Government standard weighis, that is Lo say, one
maund consisting of 40 scers, one seer consisting of
80 tolas and one tola consisting of 180 grains; or
(ii) astandard cubit consisting of 18 inches for the measure
ol commodiles other than land; or
(tii) both the weights and the measures of length mentioned
in sub-clauses (i) and (if) respectively;
(b) providing standards of the wcights and measures so
prescribed;™.

Section 19!.—Far sub-scciion (1) substitirte—

*(1) Where the Commissioners of any municipality have made
by-laws under section 190 prescribing standard weights and
measures (o be used within the municipality, they may, at a
meeting by an order published in the prescribed manner,
prohibit the use within the municipality of any maund, seer
or tola or any cubit measure clher than such as conform
with the slandard prescribed in the said by-laws.”.

In sub-section (2} for the words “when such standard weights or
measures or both are in force™ substitute “when such order has becn
published".

Section i93.—For “Cooch Behar Food Adulieration Act, 1941"
substirite “Bengal Food Adulteration Act, [919".

Sections 221 and 234.—For “Cooch Behar Penal Code” substitute
“Indian Penal Code".

Section 227 —1In clause (c) of sub-section {1} for “His Highness the
Maharaja Bhup Bahadur of Coach Behar” substitute “State Government”™.

SCHEDULE 1II.
[(See secuion 3(3).)

(1) The Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act, 1859 (XI of 1859).

(2) The Bengal Land Revenue Sales Act, 1868 (Bengal Act VII of
IR6B).

(3) The Village Chaukidari Act, 1870 (Bengal Act VI of 1870).

{4) The Bengal Village Chaukidari Act, 1871 (Bengal ActI of 1871).

(5) The Cess Act, 1880 (Bengal Act IX of 1880).

(6) The Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885 (VIII of 1885).

(7) The Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919 (Bengal Act V
of 1919).

(8) The Bengal Municipal Aci, 1932 (Bengal Act XV of 1932).





